
Meeting Minutes 
Lakewood School PTO 

Date:  2-10-15    Location: Lakewood School Library 

Meeting Called to Order By: Dawn M.  Time: 6:00p.m. 

Number in Attendance:  18 

Christine S., Katie C., Jen M., Jenny E., Emily B., Danielle G., Jessica K., Emily S.,  

Lisa K., Sheryl C., Rachel B., Sara M., Edith R., Nick H., Gretchen H., Christina F.,  

Dawn M., Bob M. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Approval of minutes from 1-13-15: 1st Nick H. and 2nd Christine S. 

Approval of the Treasurer Report: 1st Nick H. and 2nd Daniele G. 

Christine S. asked what the flowers for Mr. Lindberg were for.  Dawn M. stated that his mother had 

passed away and the flowers were sent on behalf of the PTO.  Sheryl C.  asked if this is something new 

have we always done this.  Is the going to be something we do for everybody? She stated the school 

already sends flowers. Dawn M. stated that this decision was made at the discretion of the new board to 

send flowers on behalf of the PTO.   

Old Business 

Read Across America 

Rachel B. presented.  She stated the Read Across America event would be celebrated the 1st week of 

March.  The family night event would be Monday, March 2nd 5:30-7:30.  She stated that Mr. Doyle had 

graciously offered to bring in Doyle’s Dogs.  She requested $200 to cover the cost to keep the event free 

for Lakewood families.    

1st Christine S. and 2nd Sheryl C. 

Mother Son Bowling 

Danielle G. presented the information.  She stated the event will be held at Raymond’s Bowl Saturday, 

April 18th.   The cost is $11 for the first mother/son pair.  It is $5 per additional child.  The event includes 

1 hour of bowling.  Then move to the private party room for pizza and drinks.  Dessert will be provided.   

Cookie Distribution Update 

Dawn M. stated that this was a follow-up to the e-mail vote that took place regarding the cookies. She 

stated that we took all allergies into consideration and purchased an alternatives.  Cookies will be 

bagged and distributed per classroom including allergy substitutions.   

Christine S. asked if there was any help needed. 

Christina F. Stated no there was not.  That they had it covered. 



Deputy Friendly 

Dawn M. stated that this item was already reviewed and approved.  This was just to inform membership 

that the letter was received requesting the money for the bikes and the check was sent. 

New Business 

Written Submission for Funds Requested 

Dawn M. stated that she was presented with a bill for popcorn from the business office.  When in fact 

we did not use their supplies it was purchased out of pocket of a member.  She wanted to have a system 

in place for documenting requests.  Another safe guard with regards to finances. 

Dawn M. stated that if we look at the treasurer report that the amount remaining after our future 

expenses will be expected to carry us into the next school year.  She expressed concern that due to 

changes in our funding we may not be able to support the events/activities for the 2015/2016 school 

year.   

She stated several specific examples: 

No Fall Fest due to the gym being unavailable 

Spirit wear is marketing but not a money maker 

Market day funds go directly to the teachers 

Box Tops for Education cut in half  

No plant sale due to the early date for Grandparents day 

Members questions/comments: 

Could do the plant sale as a mother’s day event? 

Can we move Grandparent’s Day to May for 15/16?? 

Jen M asked if we could find a different venue for the Fall Fest 

Nick H. offered the use of his school as a temp location if needed for events 

Christina F.  stated they already had an idea in the works for a pig roast, car show 

Sara M. stated what about a Baggo tournament  

Christina F. stated we could include that all in the pig roast event 

Lisa K Marino’s was a great resource 

Christine S. stated that they do a Baggo tournament with the Chamber 

Display Me Art 

Gretchen H. stated that she had contacted the Display Me Art Company for information. She stated that 

the company provides all the marketing materials, the art paper, the folders etc.  They will provide us 

with a schedule/timeline.  She stated that she had reached out to the art teacher and he declined to 



help due to concern of taking away from his school duties.  If we choose to proceed the individual 

classroom teachers would have to complete the art project.  The company provides lesson plan ideas for 

a variety of ages/grades.  The profit percentage is set by the PTO.   

Jen M. asked why the art teacher declined. 

Jen M. stated so am I to understand that you are going to take away instructional time to do this.   

Gretchen H. stated that there are opportunities throughout the day to complete the activity i.e. indoor 

recess.   

Sara M. said the older kids have study hall and other opportunities to complete the activity 

Gretchen H. stated that Art is part of their education.  It is part of the curriculum.  It can also easily 

incorporated with a unit of study. 

Rachel B. stated that form the teacher perspective it is a really simple activity.  You can just set-up an 

assembly line and it moves quickly. She also stated that in the past they included 4k as they do not go to 

art. 

Christine S. offered to help.  Danielle G. offered to help. 

1st Sara M. and 2nd Nick H. 

Elsa and Anna Meet and Greet 

Christina F distributed a flyer to each table of members.  She reviewed the proposal.  

She stated we have 4-5 girls set-up to volunteer for make-up and hair.  We have a photo op by yours 

truly.  There will be a Sing-along, a snowflake craft, and a sweet treat.  We have secured the cafeteria for 

May 2nd.  It would be done in three session so no one is waiting in line or not getting to an activity.  We 

were hoping to request NJHS volunteers for the craft area. 

Member statements/questions: 

Katie C. asked what about boys?  What would be option to capture the boys?  My son loves Olaf.   

Sara M. stated that if we should open it up to boys if we are opening it to the community 

Bob M. suggested adding some activities for boys 

A member suggested adjusting the price to $5 for boys they would be participating in the mani or 

hairstyle. 

A member suggested keeping the price the way it is for boys or girl just offering the alternative activity 

Come up with boys options 

Registration form.  Mark the 4 items you are choosing to participate in 

Sara M. offered to help with the Juice and snack  

Final decision offer face painting as an option.  Do spikes, blue/glitter hair for the boys. Keep the price 

$10 per person 



1st Christine S. 2nd Nick H 

Graffiti the gym update 

Dawn M. stated we will table this topic due to Mr. Price not be present 

Member statements/questions: 

The gym floor is being preserved for an archway, selling pieces etc. using paint would be a little sketchy. 

Marker instead of paint  

Send out via e-mail for vote 

Emily S. stated we have a hard enough time getting students to keep their writing where it belongs.   

Sara M.  stated that she was not worried about the idea of markers on the wall as well. 

Something should be done as a farewell. 

Christine S.  

She stated something is going on with Randall’s PTC. There is an investigation going on into the 

treasurers.  As we know here at Lakewood perception is everything.  I spoke to Dawn M. I am concerned 

with the perception of having a husband treasurer and wife president and how that may be perceived.  

Jen M. interjected stating perception is everything and husband treasurer and wife president is not a 

good idea.  She stated that he could swap with another position on the board or resign.  Bob M. stated 

he would do whatever people thought was best.  Katie C. asked what the job entailed.  Christina F. read 

the job description.  Bob M. stated that there was a checks and balances program in place and it was 

super easy.  It essentially runs itself.   

Danielle G.  nominated herself for treasurer.  Christina F. reviewed the bylaws and stated we would have 

to follow the protocol that is stated. The vote for the new treasurer would have to take place at the next 

meeting.     

Bob M. stated that he understood the concern.  That he would do what was in the best interest of the 

group.  He stated he would resign.  1st Nick H. and 2nd Emily S. 

It was stated that the vote for the new treasurer would be at the next meeting. 

Christine S. stated that the bylaws have a section about standing committees.  She felt we should 

entertain the idea of starting that.   

Dawn M. said we are in need of fundraising ideas.  Dawn M. asked if she was offering to chair the 

committee.  She went on to state that with a different day and time the committee might bring in new 

people. 

 

 

 



Member General Comments: 

Big AL’s 

Edith R.  stated she was not sure why Big Al’s fundraiser was not on the agenda.  She stated that even 

with the weather she had a check for the PTO for $106 for the Super Bowl fundraiser.  She stated we 

could plan for another date if we would like.   

Amended: 

Sheryl C stated she knows for a fact that not all PTO members are receiving e-mail communications.  She 

requested to have a list of all members and/or their e-mails.  Gretchen H. Stated that is was brought to 

her attention after the first e-mail she submitted to send then all as a blind copy for confidentiality 

purposes.  That personal information would not be shared.   

Jen M. inquired about the member list as well.  She asked about the organization of the member list.  

Gretchen explained that she was given a wad of papers only.  She did not receive any electronic 

information. She created the list based the papers she received in the board transition.  She then 

created electronic documents (excel list as well as the e-mail group). New members are added as their 

information is submitted.  She stated she is doing the best she can with the situation that she was dealt.   

Edith R. suggested sending out an all school e-mail blast requesting that any one that tis a member that 

is not receiving e-mails to let Gretchen H. know. 

Gretchen stated that was something they could look into doing. 

The next meeting will be held: TBD 

 

Meeting Adjournment: motion made by 1st Nick H., and 2nd Sheryl C. 

Meeting minutes compiled by: Gretchen Heckel, Secretary gheckel14@gmail.com 

 

mailto:gheckel14@gmail.com

