Lakewood School

Code of Ethics and Professional Practices:

Preamble

Believing in the worth and dignity of each human being, the professional educator recognizes the supreme importance of pursuing truth, striving toward excellence, nurturing democratic citizenship and safeguarding the freedom to learn and to teach while guaranteeing equal educational opportunity for all. The professional educator accepts the responsibility to practice the profession according to the highest ethical principles.

The Code of Ethics for the professional educators of Lakewood school symbolizes the commitment to excellence in education and provides principles by which to judge conduct.

Principal I: Ethical conduct toward students

The professional educator accepts the personal responsibility for teaching students character qualities that will help them evaluate the consequences of and accept the responsibility for their actions and choices. We strongly affirm parents as the primary moral educators of their children and we will aspire to reinforce those values. Civic virtues such as integrity, diligence, responsibility, cooperation, loyalty, fidelity, and respect are expected of all members of the Lakewood learning community. The professional educator is to serve as a model for these expectations:

1. The professional educator deals considerately and justly with each student, and seeks to resolve problems, including discipline, according to law and school policy.

2. The professional educator does not intentionally expose the student to disparagement.

3. The professional educator does not reveal confidential information concerning students, unless required by law.

4. The professional educator makes a constructive effort to protect the student from conditions detrimental to learning, health, or safety.

5. The professional educator endeavors to present facts without distortion, bias, or personal prejudice.

Principal II: Ethical Conduct toward Professional Colleagues

The professional educator, in exemplifying ethical behavior, shall treat all colleagues with equity and professionalism.

1. The professional educator does not reveal confidential information concerning colleagues unless required by law.

2. The professional educator does not willfully make false statements about a colleague or the school system.

3. The professional educator will support colleagues through collaboration in order to help foster a professional learning community.

Principle III: Ethical Conduct toward Parents and Community

The professional educator recognizes that quality education is the common goal of the public, board of education, and professional colleagues; a cooperative effort is essential to the fulfillment of this goal.

1. The professional educator makes concerted efforts to communicate to parents all information that should be revealed in the interest of the student.

2. The professional educator seeks to understand and respect the values and traditions of the diverse cultures represented in the community and in his or her classroom. 

3. The professional educator fosters a positive and active role in school/community relations.

4. The professional educator shall, in timely fashion, assume a proactive approach in communicating pertinent information with regard to academic and behavioral concerns.

* This Code of Conduct and Professional Practices policy is intended to serve as a guideline for the expected behaviors of the Lakewood staff and to assure the citizens of the Lakewood Learning Community that our educators are accountable for the fulfillment of these professional obligations.

